[Biphasic hypopharyngeal synovial sarcoma: ultrastructural, cytofluorometric and immunohistochemical study and brief review of the literature].
Synovial sarcomas account for 7-10% of all soft tissue malignancies and the rare head and neck region location accounts for an average 5% of them. A brief review of the data in the Literature has shown that not more than one hundred cases of cervical-facial synovial sarcoma have been reported. In the head and neck locations this form of tumor is significantly less aggressive, with a higher survival rate and a recurrence rate much lower than the 60-70% shown for other locations in the limbs. After a brief review of the Literature, Authors present a rare clinical case of hypopharyngeal synovial sarcoma which recently came under observation. Despite the accurate diagnostic procedure, after surgical removal of the tumor by CO2 laser microlaryngoscopy, diagnosis required the use of histological and ultrastructural techniques. CT and NMR of the neck using contrast medium showed that the structure of the neoformation was similar to that of the soft tissues, it was 3-4 cm in diameter, located in the hypopharynx and had an extensive surface in contact with the left glossoepiglottic groove. The lesion appeared to involve the free edge of the aryepiglottic fold, coming into contact with the free edge of the epiglottis; it could not be dissociated form the epiglottis and obliterated both the homolateral glossoepiglottic vallecula and the pyriform sinus. Structural analysis after radiography with a contrast medium showed a marked impregnation of the lesion, indicative of high degree of vascolarization. Ultrastructural, cytofluormetric and immunohistochemical analyses were performed on the neoplasm in order to process all these data together with the clinical parameters; in other words a multi-parameter evaluation was performed, as suggested by other Authors, to determine the therapy and arrange more accurate monitoring of this patient, victim of a neoplasm with a high potential for metastases.